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Chapter 1 
Introduction 

My name is Mariam, and I am a     
high school student. This year I had 
one of the most exciting experiences 
I’ve ever had at school. This book is 
about that experience. 

Chapter 2 
It Starts With a Story 

This experience started with a story.   
It was a story about Ryan Hreljac,      
a young Canadian hero. When he was 
only 6 years old, he started Ryan’s 

Well Foundation to raise money for 

clean water in Africa. He has now 
helped to build over 750 wells in 16 
African countries. 
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Ryan Hreljac 



 
After reading Ryan’s story, he became 
my hero. His story inspired me to be 
like him. It made me want to do 
something to help others. 

I thought, “What can I do? How can I 

raise money to help Ryan build more 
wells in Africa?” 
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Ryan’s 
first well 



Chapter 3 
Starting a Club 

I knew that this project was too big for 
just one person. I needed more people 
to help. 

I told my friends about Ryan’s story and 
shared my idea about raising money    

for clean water in Africa. They all wanted 
to help. 
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What can 

 I do? 



We decided we would start our own 
club to raise money for clean water     
in Africa. We called ourselves the 
Water Ambassadors. 

We asked everyone, “How much 

money can you raise?” We wrote down 

our personal goals and shared them. 

7 8 

 We need clean 
water! 

Personal  
goal 



Next, we started meeting at lunchtime, 
and brainstormed some ways of raising 
money. We had lots of great 

fundraising ideas!  

The team came up with a plan. Our 

target was to raise $1,000 to help 

Ryan’s Well Foundation to build a well 
in Africa.  

9 10 

Bake Sale 

Henna Design 

Greeting Cards 

Chapter 4 
Reaching Our Goal 

 
We made a fundraising chart to show 

our weekly progress. After each of our 
fundraising events, we added to our 
chart. The first month, we raised $820. 
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We opened a bank account and 

deposited the money. By the end of 

June, we had raised $1,100 and had 

exceeded our target! 

 We wrote a cheque for one thousand 

and one hundred dollars and sent it to 

the Ryan’s Well Foundation. 

Cheque 

Chart 

$820 April  30 



I am very proud of my friends. We all 
worked hard to make this fundraising 
project possible. I’m proud to know 
that there is something we can do to 
help others. 

Maybe our story will inspire you to 
start a fundraising club at your school. 
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Water Ambassadors 

Glossary 

bank account safe place to keep your 
money 

cheque a bank form that tells the 
bank to pay someone with 
money from your bank 
account 

deposit to put money in a bank 

fundraising   raise money to help others  

goals  something that you are trying 
to do or achieve 

raising money to collect money for 
something 

target a goal, what you want at the 
end of something  



Created by:  
ESL/ELD Resource Group of Ontario 

View all the Financial Literacy Resources and 
more at www.ergo-on.ca 

Think and Talk: 
What makes a person a hero?  
Who is your hero? 

Financial Literacy  

Financial Skills 

• Set personal  financial goals 

• Create a financial plan to reach a goal 

• Record and monitor sales  

• Read and interpret money values in words and symbols 

Building Financial Knowledge 

It is important for students to become familiar with setting 
financial goals and creating a plan to achieve that goal.  It is 
also an important job skill to know how to collaborate with 
others and work together as a team.  A fundraising project 
provides students with a meaningful real life opportunity to 
practise all these skills. 
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